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School of Chemistry & Molecular Biosciences 
Research Student Advisory Group  

 
 
DATE: 24 May 2022 
TIME: 12pm 
PLACE: 68-306 

  
 

Present: Alicia Kirk, Shahla Asgharzadeh Kangchar, Connor Scott, Tom Gen Li, Atiyah Alenzi, 
Summa Bibby, Dylan Bowman, Samuel Davis, Dean O'Brien, Forhad Saikot, Apoorva Prabhu, 
Natalee Newton, Khristine Vadellon, Sanjana Tule, Luke Guddat, Pelin Durali, Shannon Hoe 
Min Quah, Craig Williams 
 
Absent: Timothy Muusse 

 
1. Acknowledgement of Country 

 
An Acknowledgement of Country was spoken by the Chair, Alicia, in recognition of the 
traditional owners, the Jagera and Turrbal people, of the land on which the meeting was 
taking place. 

 
 

2.  Welcome and confirmation of minutes held 29th March 2022 
 

The Chair, Alicia, welcomed members to the meeting, noting that Timothy had given prior apologies 
to the meeting. Minutes of last meeting were confirmed. 
 
 

3. Research Student Social Committee report 
 

The RSSC have advised that their regular schedule for social drinks is the 1st and 3rd Friday of each 
month (4pm on the chem podium). They don’t currently have any other events planned. The 
potential for collaboration on the social event after the symposium has been raised.  The possibility 
of more HDR social events was raised by Apoorva e.g., HDR trivia. The RSSC holds an annual trivia 
night, however Shahla suggested that it would be good to communicate to them to hold something 
that is more accessible to international students due to language and cultural differences. Craig 
suggested an international evening with food and drinks from different countries of HDR students in 
the school.  
 

4. Reports from the RSAG representatives on the SCMB Research Committee and the SCMB 
Equity, Diversity & Inclusion Committee (EDIC) and HDR representative for Student 
Leaders forum 

a. Student Leader forum update – Shahla 
The meeting on the 19th of May was cancelled. No update on the next meeting but has been in 
contact to confirm the next meeting. 

b. SCMB Research Committee – Forhad 
Forhad added another channel on slack to give an opportunity to give any feedback that should be 
brought up for the research committee. At the last meeting the SCMB research committee discussed 
advertisement of seminars and symposium. They proposed to have an intranet link so they could 
easily promote them to the students and provide centralised information. The Faculty of Science 
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already has this. Alicia suggested we add our symposium to this system. Forhad also described a 
Research professional database that was discussed that provides info about ECR scholarships, 
fellowships and information for late-stage PhD students about opportunities to apply for.\ 
 
Student profiles on SCMB website was brought up by Apoorva. Craig said, UQ wasn’t willing to 
maintain sites. Page for students could be an idea at least for SCMB. Pelin talked to Mark Starkey. 
200 PhD students could be a resource issue. The committee agreed to put together case to 
strengthen why it should be done. Connor and Atiyah are going to look up what other universities do 
and present evidence of why we should have these at the June meeting. 
 

5. Gathering feedback for CDF sessions 
Looking for one volunteer to help with gathering feedback for CDF sessions, following Luke’s 
suggestion that it would be beneficial to seek feedback from all HDR students in the school about 
specific CDF sessions. Potential fortnightly email to notify particularly beneficial upcoming sessions. 

• Pelin informed the group that feedback happens at the end of each session. Pelin will 

give contact email about how to contact the graduate school them this feedback.  

• Discussion about the best way to present this feedback to SCMB HDR Students ensued 

with the idea of providing a list of sessions to attend in first 6 months of PhD coming up. 

• Tom had recommendation for us to tell graduate school how many points each CDF 

session is worth rather than students having to calculate it. 

 
6. Annual SCMB Research Students Symposium 

• Venue: 

o Hawken is not available, IMB is not available. Pelin is looking at Advanced 

Engineering. It is exam week, so many are booked. Sir Lew Edwards and QBI are 

both potential options as well as the Physiology lecture theatres. Will ideally be 

sorted out by next meeting. 

• Sponsorship: 

o Tom: 

▪ Tom has acquired 2 x gold and 1 x silver sponsor 

o Shahla: 

▪ Is yet to confirm the level for the sponsors she has contacted. Enquired about 

advertising materials and when we would need them. 2 weeks before the date 

was decided upon as a good time to have these. 

▪ Advertisers need to provide 200-word abstract at similar time as students.  

o Both are going to keep chasing up more sponsors to get as much money as possible 

for the symposium. 

• Plenary Speakers: 

o Formal invitation was sent by Shahla to Dr. Majid Ebrahimi Warkiani from UTS. CC’d 

both Luke and Pelin. 

o IT was decided then that Dr Jeremy Terry would be the best option as the second 

speaker. He is starting the following week to the meeting and will be contacted 

down the track to avoid overwhelming him by Atiyah. 
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• Advertising and Abstract submission: 

o Draft of poster to be completed by the next meeting by Connor and Atiyah. 

o Draft of criteria and thinking of timeline to when we want to open and close 

submissions for abstracts. 

o Timeline to be brought to next meeting. 

• Sourcing Judges: 

o We can use schoolwide email to source judges 

o Natalee can bring it up to  the ECR committee 

o Contact them closer to the date.  

 
7. Other Business  

• Concerns raised by chemistry honours students with coursework component – Dean: 

 
With chemistry honours there is coursework component for each discipline. Each one has course 
content set by a lecturer on which they are then then assessed. Some students approached Dean 
and conveyed that they believe a disproportionate amount of work is required for the organic 
chemistry coursework, compared to physical and inorganic. They were recommended to take time 
off research to study for the exam by their supervisors for the organic chemistry coursework. 
Organic chemistry students are concerned that they are missing out on lab time compared to the 
other two disciplines. Craig gave feedback explaining that coursework has not majorly changed for 
over 20 years, and it is the first time to have such comments. Each discipline has a different culture 
and different requirements. Alicia did organic chemistry and honours; she acknowledged each 
discipline has different requirements. Craig commented about the honour’s coursework brings you 
up to international standards, e.g., PhDs in US have large coursework component. Craig will take this 
up to the chemistry department and follow up on it. 
 
9. Next Meeting 
The next meeting was set for Tuesday the 21st of June at 12pm. 

 


