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School of Chemistry & Molecular Biosciences 
Research Student Advisory Group  

 
 
DATE: 21 June 22 
TIME: 12pm 
PLACE: 68-306 

  
 

Present: Alicia Kirk, Shahla Asgharzadeh Kangchar, Connor Scott, Tom Gen Li, Atiyah Alenzi, 
Summa Bibby, Dylan Bowman, Samuel Davis, Dean O'Brien, Timothy Muusse, Apoorva 
Prabhu, Natalee Newton, Pelin Durali, Shannon Hoe Min Quah 
 
Absent: Khristine Vadellon, Sanjana Tule, Luke Guddat, Craig Williams, Forhad Karim Saikot 

 
1. Acknowledgement of Country 

 
An Acknowledgement of Country was spoken by the Chair, Alicia, in recognition of the 
traditional owners, the Jagera and Turrbal people, of the land on which the meeting was 
taking place. 

 
 

2.  Welcome and confirmation of minutes held 24th May 2022 
 

The Chair, Alicia, welcomed members to the meeting, noting the apologies given prior to the 
meeting. Minutes of last meeting were confirmed by Dean. 
 

3. Business arising from previous meeting (not elsewhere listed: 
a. Craig passed on feedback on the honours coursework to the honours coordinator. 
b. SCMB student profiles: 

i. Connor provided update/research: 
1. Many schools within UQ have either full or list style profiles for HDR 

students including other schools within the Faculty of Science. 
Connor will pass information to Pelin 

c. Raising awareness of RSAG within SCMB HDR cohort 
i. Reaching out to students within each lab groups 

ii. Sending out school wide email 
iii. Poster in the lift. Summa volunteered to make poster 

 
4. Research Student Social Committee report 

 
Sam provided update: 

• Ronnie responded to our contact and confirmed a mixer on the day of the symposium. 

• Vote was taken with unanimous yes to having a bar tab similar to last year. 

• RSSC requires more volunteers and are willing to collaborate on more inclusive events for 
international students.  

 
5. Reports from the RSAG representatives on the SCMB Research Committee and the SCMB 

Equity, Diversity & Inclusion Committee (EDIC) and HDR representative for Student 
Leaders forum 

a. Student Leader forum update – Shahla 
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i. Is changing to student HDR representative forum. They asked us about concerns or things 

that are missing. Association of postgrad students (APS) is apparently gathering information 

and asking about profiles. Will get back to Shahla in a month about. 

ii.  All post grad schools are enrolled in APS. Graduate teaching associate courses can be taken 

for free. Webinars and in person modules can also be attending. 4th of July introduction 

session both in person and online. Monthly coffee catchup 1-3pm first Thursday of the 

month at Darwins. Postgrad lunch building 21C at lunchtime on first Monday of the month. 

Celebrating the association 12 years, Friday of July $50.  

iii.  They want to know how they can assist students in terms of financial difficulty and mental 

health. Shahla asked about potential money for our symposium. Connecting HDR students 

more was addressed.  

b. EDIC meeting report – Athyah  
i. Disability support: 

• Had meeting with Melissa Brown, said she will do her best. Because there is 
not a lot of disabled students they are not 

ii. Fellowship for people with indigenous background: 

• No update 

iii. August: multicultural month: 

• 1st Week: Projects conducted in this school related to indigenous people. 
Other weeks: Latin America, Arabic and Asian. 

iv.  Women in Science Podcast 

• Having third season, will provide more info at future meetings 

 
5. Gathering feedback for CDF sessions 

• Feedback on the CDF session on the grad school is confidential and cannot be provided to 
us. 

• Alicia suggested putting feedback for students on the blackboard sites with a potential 
link on the week ahead as suggested by Natalee. 

• Shahla suggested that providing feedback might be difficult as they are often changing 
with different presenters. 

• It was agreed that we would put a link to recommended CDF session on the week ahead 
under the link for the sessions that is already there.  

6. Annual SCMB Research Students Symposium 

• Venue: 

o No update yet on venue. Pelin is looking at IMB, Prentice. Liveris could be used for 

posters. GCI is another option with Steele lecture theatres. Pelin will also check QBI. 

• Sponsorship: 

o Tom: 

▪ Tom has acquired 3 x gold and 2 x silver sponsor 

o Shahla: 
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▪ Difficulty with finance, Tom is not having the same issue so will help to 

alleviate this issue. 

o Natalee suggested Microba and Vaxxas as potential sponsors and to use contacts 

within the group to assist getting these. 

• Plenary Speakers: 

o Dr. Majid Ebrahimi Warkiani and Dr. Jeremy Tarry both now confirmed.  

• Advertising and Abstract submission: 

o Abstract submission will open in August. 

o Going to use the template from last year. Waiting to see how many abstracts are 

submitted to finalise numbers. Will preference 3rd year students and so on with 

honours students at the lowest priority for talks.  

o Want to have more balanced chemistry and molecular biosciences for talks. Need to 

advertise more to chemistry students.  

• Sourcing Judges: 

o Connor provided update that we should make sure to send confirmation email to 

judges and remind them to register for catering numbers.  

 

Jobs Assigned Progress 

Venue HLO (Pelin) To be decided and booked. 

Finance and Sponsorship* Tom, Shahla Some sponsors secured. 

Plenary Speaker All members Two plenary speakers 

confirmed. 

Opening and Closing Speakers Tbd  

Advertising/Promotion Connor, Athyah Save the date sent out. 

Sourcing of Judges Shahla, Apoorva To be done closer to event. 

Catering Dean, Forhad, Dylan Need to obtain quotes. 

Booklet Production Alicia, Tim  

Receipt of abstracts,  

speaker selection (develop  

selection criteria), contact  

selected speakers 

Tim, Sam, Apoorva Developed criteria. 

Timeline for call for abstracts. 

General event logistics Alicia, HLO (Pelin)  

Collecting feedback on the  

event 

Sam, Khristine  

Prizes and Award 

certificates 

Summa, Khristine  

Timetable Shahla, Alicia To draft. 

 
7. Other business 
 

• Sam explained there was limited interest from phylogenetics groups for Skerman Lecturer so 
asked members of ACE to try and stoke more interest.  

 
8. Next Meeting  
The next meeting was set for Tuesday the 26th of July at 1 pm 


