
 
 

 
School of Chemistry & Molecular Biosciences 

Research Student Advisory Group  
 
 

A meeting will be held as follows: 
 

DATE: 22/07/2020 
 
TIME: 12:00 pm – 1:30 pm 
 
PLACE: Virtual meeting, Zoom 
  
 

 
 
July 2020 Miljan Stupar (Minutes) 
 
 

A G E N D A  
(4/20) 

 
 Pages 
1. Apologies received prior to the meeting:   
Adriana Pliego Zamora, Madeleine Dallaston, Ras Roseli, Viet Tram Duong  
 
2. Confirmation of minutes of the meeting held 24th June 2020 2 
 
3. Business arising out of the minutes (not elsewhere listed) 2 
 
4. Update from Research Student Social Committee 2 

 
5. Annual SCMB Research Students Symposium 2 

 
6. Other Business (student feedback/concerns) 2 

 
7. Next Meeting 2 
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Present: Tess Dobinson, Chiara Carnevali, Miljan Stupar, Farrahana Firdaus, Hannah Byrne, Luke 
Guddat, Jose Daniel Gonzalez Jaramillo.  
 
2. Confirmation of minutes of the meeting held 24th June 2020:  
The minutes of the meeting held 24th June 2020, having been circulated, were taken as read.  
 
3. Business arising out of the minutes (not elsewhere listed): 
 
All action items are dealt with in other agenda items. 
 
4. Research Student Social Committee report: 
 
An update will be provided by the RSSC. 
 
5. Annual SCMB Research Students Symposium: 
 
Job Assigned Progress/Next step 

Venue Tess and 
Miljan 

Madeleine has provided an estimate on maximum 
room capacity for poster presentations under 
current social distancing guidelines. To alleviate 
potential issues pertaining to room capacity, two 
rooms will be booked for poster presentations, and 
posters will be presented in two simultaneous 
sessions (i.e., four sessions total).   

Finance and 
sponsorship Chiara 

Chiara has been able to successfully obtain 4  
sponsors thus far, 3 gold and 1 bronze, equating to  
$2500. It is expected that the RSAG will receive less 
funding from sponsors this year as compared to last 
year.  
 
Tess will email Mark Starkley and ask whether the  
School and/or Faculty would be willing to partially  
fund the event. Tess mentioned that the committee  
should budget the event around $5000.   
 
Chiara suggested that the committee can save  
money this year by not funding certain items such as  
the SciArt competition.   

Plenary speaker Silvia/Jose 

Jose will ask Paul Young to present as a plenary 
speaker at the symposium. Keith and Daniel could  
also be asked to give a presentation if Paul Young 
Is not available.   

Opening and closing 
speakers 

Hannah, 
Chiara 

Hannah has a short list of ten potential speakers for 
the opening and closing sessions. Phil Hugenholtz 
has offered to give a short presentation at the 
event. Hannah mentioned that the committee 
should aim to have a mix of presenters from the 
chemistry and molecular biosciences field.   

Advertising/Promotion Hannah, 
Chiara 

Hannah has drafted posters for the even that will be 
available on the RSAG drive. A Facebook page will 
be opened to advertise the event. Hannah will 
contact various student societies at the university to 
assist with advertising the event.   
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Sourcing of judges Adriana 

Miljan provided an updated for the sourcing of 
judges on behalf of Adriana. Thus far, Adriana has 
managed to recruit 20 judges for the event. Adriana 
will continue recruiting judges for the event.  

Catering Ras 

It was suggested that less funding could be 
allocated to catering for event, since there was food 
left over from last year’s event. Ras will begin 
getting quotes from various catering companies for 
the event.   

Booklet production Tram No progress as yet. This will be organised closer to 
the date. 

Receipt of abstracts, 
speaker selection 

Faruck, 
Harrison 

No update was given to the committee on the 
receipt of abstracts. Members of the RSAG will 
require access to the RSAG email. Tess will check 
with IT to organise access to the email account.   

General event logistics All  
Collecting feedback on 
the event Jose No progress as yet. This will be organised closer to 

the date. 

Prizes and Awards Tanjir 

The committee agreed to provide similar prizes for 
poster and oral presenters. No prize will be 
provided for the SciArt competition this year. Chiara 
suggested that the glass blowing services could 
provide gifts to the speakers.  

Timetable Faruck No progress as yet. This will be organised closer to 
the date. 

Printing: e.g., name-
tags, feedback sheets, 
marking sheets, etc. 

Madeleine, 
Jose 

Jose will begin printing posters for the event. POD 
will likely be used as a source for printing for the 
event. Jose will print 10 posters that will be posted 
in the Chemistry and MBS building.    

Networking with 
industry 
representatives 

Silvia No update was provided to the committee.   

Event registration All Event registration will open on August 3rd to provide 
ample time for the receipt of abstracts and the 
selection of oral presenters. The committee will 
begin advertising the event on August 3rd.    

 
6. Other Business 
 
Hannah raised the possibility of running the symposium as a virtual event, given the potential of a 
second wave of COVID-19. The committee decided on a contingency plan whereby the symposium 
will be hold over Zoom. Attendees can watch oral presentations given online (live or pre-recorded). 
Posters can be hung up at the Hawken Engineering building over several days. Alternatively, posters 
can be posted online as a pdf and attendees can vote online for their favourite poster. Tess will 
confirm whether the symposium will be run in-person or as a virtual event by September.  
 
7. Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday the 19th August via Zoom.  


