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School of Chemistry & Molecular Biosciences 

Research Student Advisory Group  
 

 
DATE: 12th April 2021 
TIME: 2-3pm 
PLACE: Room 306-68, Chemistry Building 

  
 

Present: Chyden Chang, Viet Tram Duong, Zheng Jie Lian, Prashamsa Koirala, Ummey Nahar, Mengqi Pan, Caitlin 
Setter, Joan Marie Zapiter, Jolynn Kong, Yonatan Mendels 
Absent: Matthew Jackman (didn’t receive email)  
 
1.1 Acknowledgement of Country 
Recognition:   An Acknowledgement of Country was spoken by the acting chairperson, Prof Luke Guddat, in 

recognition of the traditional owners of the land on which the meeting was taking place.  
 
1.2 Welcome 
The acting Chair, Prof Luke Guddat, welcomed members to the first meeting of RSAG for 2021, noting that all 
members except one (Viet Tram Duong) were new to the committee-each member introduced themselves and 
indicated their lab affiliation. 
 
2. Confirmation of previous minutes (March 2020) and business arising from these 
 The previously circulated minutes from March 2020 were approved as a correct record of that meeting by Viet 
Tram Duong. 
 
3. Appointment of RSAG Executive positions 
Caitlin Setter was appointed as Chair of the 2021 SCMB RSAG Committee and Yonatan Mendels appointed as 
Deputy Chair 
 
4. Appointment of representative of RSAG on the SCMB Research Committee and the SCMB Equity, Diversity 
& Inclusion Committee (EDIC) 
 
Prof Guddat explained the purpose of the SCMB Research Committee and the expectations of the student 
representative. They would serve as a conduit between the Research Committee and RSAG (reporting to and 
from the RSAG committee) and give a voice to this committee that would be heard by the SCMB Executive, via 
the Research Committee. Viet tram Duong agreed to serve as the RSAG representative on the SCMB Research 
Committee. 
 
EDIC, chaired by Dr Marloes Nitert Dekker, identifies equity, diversity and inclusiveness issues that may exist 
within the School, to develop and trial measures that address those issues, to encourage the commitment of 
all staff and students to the process, and to ensure a realistic time frame for resolution of any issues. They 
meet approximately quarterly.  
Clara Jiang (current EDIC member, former RSAG member) writes: “I have learned a lot from being on the 
committee, and I highly recommend this experience to my fellow HDR students”.  
Jolynn Kong agreed to serve as the RSAG representative on the SCMB EDIC. 
 
5. Appointment of HDR representative for Student Leaders forum 
 
The Student Leaders forum is held monthly by the Graduate School and is usually attended by the Dean, 
Deputy Dean and Director of the UQ Graduate School as well as student reps from other enrolling units. It is 
the perfect venue to both obtain the latest information on HDR matters and also share the concerns and /or 
great initiatives of the SCMB cohort with the Graduate School and other HDR cohorts. It would be expected 
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that this rep would prepare a brief report for RSAG each meeting and act as a conduit of information between 
the SCMB HDR students and the Graduate School. 
Joan Marie Zapiter agreed to serve as the RSAG representative on the Student Leaders Forum. 
 
 
6. Annual SCMB Research Students Symposium: 
 
A major role of the RSAG committee is to organise the annual SCMB research student symposium, usually 

held at the end of November: two key tasks at this stage are: 

a. Set a date for this year’s symposium 

b. Assign jobs 

 

Job Assigned Progress/Next step 

Venue HLO: Jason  

Finance and sponsorship Mengqi/Yoni  

Plenary speaker Caitlin after 
consultation 
with RSAG 

 

Opening and closing 
speakers 

Caitlin after 
consultation 
with RSAG 

 

Advertising/Promotion Viet 
Tram/Zack 

 

Sourcing of judges Joan  

Catering Janna  

Booklet production Zack  

Receipt of abstracts, 
speaker selection 

Mengqi  

General event logistics Yoni  

Collecting feedback on the 
event 

Prashantha  

Presentations – develop 
selection criteria, contact 
selected speakers 

Chyden  

Prizes and Award 
certificates 

Jolynn  

 
 

Agenda item 
# 

ACTIONS PERSON/S 

6.1 Look into using RDM as the repository for all information for 
the Symposium, which can be readily shared within the 
group. 

Chyden Chang 

 
The intended date will be proposed at the next meeting. It will be important to avoid a clash with the Queensland Annual 
Chemistry Symposium QACS but a date needs to be determined soon so rooms can be booked etc. It was suggested that 
at present the Symposium should be planned as a face to face event but it will also be important to have contingency 
plans in case it needs to move to a virtual event. 
 

Agenda 
item # 

ACTIONS PERSON/S 

6.2 Determine date of QACS 2021 and lock in date for SCMB  
Research Student Symposium as soon as is practical. 

Caitlin Setter 
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7. RSAG involvement in SCMB and Faculty Inductions for new students and SCMB student focused events 
There was a brief discussion regarding proposed up-coming SCMB driven student events at which the presents 
of RSAG committee members would be helpful. This included the Faculty Induction for new HDR students, 
where experienced HDR students were also invited to attend, a potential Honours day to discuss the process 
of applying for the PhD program and an information session for HDR students regarding the oral examinations 
process. For that event it was considered desirable that the event is dovetailed with the Social Committee’s 
activities on a Friday afternoon to support students remaining connected. It is envisaged that the event will 
include a welcome from the HoS/ Deputy, and a brief presentation from the UQ Graduate School (Deputy 
Dean), followed by a panel discussion with three former SCMB students, who have recently completed the oral 
examination process (each presenting for 5-10 min). This will be followed by a Q&A session (also attended by a 
member of the Thesis team) -it will include a Zoom option but is intended as a live event.  
It was suggested that RSAG could also consider other potential sessions that may be of use to research students within 
the school. 
 

Agenda item 
# 

ACTIONS PERSON/S 

7.1 Determine date of next Social Club Mixer event to support 
Oral examination information session  

Caitlin Setter 

7.2 Call for ideas on other initiatives in terms of information  
sessions/events for Research Students 

RSAG Committee 

 
  
8. Update from/about the Research Student Social Committee 
Caitlin will contact her connections within the Social Committee to determine when they meet and hold events and 
request that they provide information to the RSAG committee to update them on activities-this could be done in person 
of via a written report.  
 
9. Other Business 
No other business at this time.   
 
10.1 Business arising 
Request reports from RSAG Reps on other committees for next meeting 
 
11. Next Meeting 
17th May 2021 
 


